
SHELLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HOMEWORK GUIDELINES 

 
RATIONALE 
Homework is a purposeful out of class learning that seeks to enhance the extent to 
which children benefit from their education. 
 
PRINCIPLES 
Homework should: 

1. Support the development of the student’s independence as a learner; 
2. Further the partnership between school and home; 
3. Avoid dependence on unreasonable levels of parental assistance or 

resources that are not readily available to the student; 
4. Be set without impinging on reasonable time for family, recreational, cultural 

and employment pursuits relevant to the student’s age, development and 
educational aspirations; 

5. Be balanced across learning areas so as to avoid stress and overload; 
6. Be phased in gradually and consistently as students move through the upper 

primary years and sustained through the secondary years; 
7. Be consistently applied, monitored and assessed in a whole-school 

approach that is responsive to individual needs and learning area 
requirements; 

8. Only be used to facilitate the achievement of learning outcomes; 
9. Form part of a developmental learning program that is responsive to 

individual needs, clearly relevant, supported by classroom practice and, 
where appropriate, developed in collaboration with students; and 

10. Be disassociated from any form of punishing students or means of securing 
discipline. 
 

*Taken from Homework K-12 Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting, Department of Education 

 
Teachers to inform parents of school homework guidelines procedures, appropriate 
time commitments and expectations at parent meeting in first term. 
 

KINDERGARTEN/ PRE PRIMARY 
There will be no formal work set at the Kindergarten; however news telling tasks may 
require parent support. Home reading and sight words are introduced to the Pre-
Primary students. 
 
Some suggestions include: 

• Read to your child daily. The children will engage in a literature based home 
reading program and sight words will be introduced. 

• Count things whenever an interesting opportunity allows; 

• Allow your child to help with cooking; 

• Take an interest in the things your child brings home and talks about from 
school; 

• Have stationery available for your child to use; 

• Encourage running, climbing, balancing, ball play (throwing, catching, kicking, 
batting), getting dirty (sand, mud, paint, etc). 



For these suggestions to be useful, the child’s interest must be engaged. If it isn’t, try 
again another time. The teacher may also give parents ideas and suggestions for 
encouraging their child’s development and to support the learning in the 
Kindergarten/Pre-Primary program. 
 
JUNIOR PRIMARY (Years 1-3) 
Homework in these early years should be limited to short tasks. These should form 
the basis of a positive opportunity for parents and children to enjoy learning together. 
Examples of appropriate homework tasks in this area are: 

• Phonics, spelling and word recognition practice; 

• Nightly oral reading, reading for pleasure, adults reading to children; 

• Discussing Science, History, Geography activities with your child; 

• Practice and reinforcement of number facts as appropriate; and 

• Other activities may be given to consolidate classroom work. 
 

MIDDLE PRIMARY (Years 4-5) 
Homework in the middle primary years is most effective when the teacher develops a 
simple and effective routine for setting out the homework requirements, distributing 
the homework and marking it. Homework can be the vehicle for children, parents and 
teacher to work together to assist the child’s development. In the middle years of 
primary schooling, homework should provide children with practice and 
reinforcement opportunities and introduce them to the process of investigating and 
researching independently. 
 
Examples of appropriate homework tasks in this area are: 

• Reading for pleasure 

• Practice to reinforce number facts and tables 

• Practice mathematics taught in class 

• Introducing research and problem solving tasks 

• Journal writing 

• Learning spelling words 

• Completion of class work 

UPPER PRIMARY (Year 6) 
Effective homework in the upper primary years includes, but goes beyond practice 
and reinforcement exercises as in previous years. 
 
Effective homework seeks to: 

• Strengthen independent study skills; 

• Motivate students to study by setting them interesting and challenging tasks 
that are related to their class work; 

 
As with the middle primary years, it works best when the teacher develops a simple 
but effective routine for setting out the homework requirements. Homework 
requirements should recognise the need for children to have time for out of school 
interests, friends, family, social activities and personal time. 
 
Examples of appropriate homework tasks in this area are: 

• Practice and reinforcement exercises arising from class work; 



• Short and longer term tasks that develop time management skills; 

• Reading for pleasure; 

• Book reviews; 

• Work that involves research and investigatory skills and 

• Thinking challenges. 
 
TIME COMMITMENT 
Teachers will outline their expectations in terms of time commitments for particular 
tasks at their Parent/Teacher meeting early in the school year. No homework to be 
issued for completion on weekends or school holidays. 
 
STRESS FREE HOMEWORK AT HOME 
The following recommendations are included: 

• Provide your child with quiet time and place to do homework; 

• Show a genuine interest in your child’s homework and become involved, but 
refrain from doing it for them; 

• Alternatives are provided for students who are without particular resources at 
home e.g.internet access or a computer. 

• Particular family circumstances are considered, and opportunities are given at 
school for students who are unable to complete homework efficiently at home; 

• Parents can assist by providing a positive homework environment where 
genuine interest and encouragement replaces concern about compliance, and 
where the completion of homework creates a sense of pride and 
achievement; 

• Establish a homework routine and be aware of homework procedures; 

• Ensure that your child has the tools they need to do their homework, e.g. 
pens, pencils rulers, erasers, glue scissors and paper; 

• Have an atlas and dictionary in the home; 

• Be willing to make the occasional visit to the school and/or public library with 
your child; 

• Supervised access to the Internet will be of assistance to students engaged in 
research tasks. 

 

CHILDREN ABSENT FROM SCHOOL DURING SCHOOL TIME 
Circumstances may occur whereby students are unable to attend school during the 
normal school times. This includes family vacations, cultural events, family 
celebrations and illness. The Department of Education however does not support 
families taking vacation during school times and these times are recorded as ‘not 
approved’ absences on the child’s record. Teachers are not expected to provide 
homework for students taking leave during school time for vacations. 
 
If one of your children is unwell and unable to go to school, let the teacher know 
straight away by telephone or speaking directly with the teacher to see what options 
are available for your child. 
 
Considerations: 

1. Gather a range of appropriate reading material from the local library on a 
long-term loan for your child to read. 



2. Take advantage of the social, cultural and linguistic experiences involving 
visits to places of interest. 

3. Your child could maintain email contact with their class or send post cards. 
4. Maintain a daily diary. 
5. For holidays in excess of 6 months children can be enrolled in the School of 

Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE). For periods marginally less than 6 
months parents may negotiate an arrangement with the School (SIDE). 
 


